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Later in the same year, however, the opening wedge of
a new system was introduced.1 After reciting that it
would be some time before the increase of students in
the School was enough to supply the needs of the
service, it was provided that two-thirds of the admin-
istrators of the third class should be taken by promo-
tion from the fourth class, and one-third from local
agents or officials in the colonies or from military or
naval officers; and a similar process was to be fol-
lowed in the case of the next grade above. In i8942
the proportion of promotions from the fourth class
was increased to three-quarters; but it was also pro-
vided that sundry officials in the various colonies and
military officers might be appointed to the fourth
class if there were not enough graduates from the
School, and in the meanwhile the number of students
in the School itself had been restricted.3 The course
was then two years, and while the first year was
left untouched, the number of students in the second
year was limited for all the sections together to sixty,
fifty by promotion from the first year and ten by
competitive examination. In 1896* these changes
were made more systematic, and another element
was introduced by the new Minister of the Colonies,
M. Andr6 Lebon, who had himself been a professor
in the Ecole Libre des Sciences Politiques. The pro-
bational administrators, as the fourth class were then
1 Decree of December 16,1892, and the Report preceding the same.
2 Decree of July 24, 1894.         8 By the Decree of February 2,1894.
4 Decree of July 4, 1896.